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Dear Friends

As a pastor one of the greatest lessons | have learned over the years is
that the people closest to me, help determine my level of success or failure
in my Christian walk. This is why | am so grateful for, in particular my wife,
Lynne, the members of the church leadership team, my prayer partner of
27 years, the late Rob Frost, and my close colleague in Cranbrook, Peter
Goodchild, all of whom are a great encouragement to me as | continue in
my personal pilgrimage.

All of us have people who influence our lives for good from whom we have
learnt and been enabled to grow in our understanding of God as well as
encouraging us to a place of deeper commitment in our personal faith.
Take a moment to thank the lord for these dear ones now before you move
on.

AThank you Lord for bringing these
godly and encouraging influence the
One of the things | have learnt here in Staplehurst, over the past few years
is that one of the main places where my influence and productivity has
increased was when | had identified potential leaders and endeavoured to
develop them. My intention from the beginning had been to help them
develop and improve their own walk with the Lord but in the process |
discovered how greatly | too was benefitting.

Spending time with these people has been like investing in the Kingdom of
God. As these dear ones have grown and developed, | too have reaped
dividends in my life. Thank you all!

| am learning this amazing fact that as | pass onto others the truths | have
learnt, not only do they grow but so also do I! This will be true for us all.

We are all responsible of course for our own spiritual development and
growth and Paul exhorts us in Roman
keep your spiritual fervour, servin
neglect to own that responsibility and do all that we can with the help of

the Holy Spirit to deepen our relationship with the Lord, growing closer to
Him day by day.

However, it is also true that we need to help and encourage one another
so that we do not | ose heart along
consider how we may spur one anothe
That exhortation helps us to see how important it is to help build one
another up in our faith in order that we all as individuals and as a body
continue to grow and mature in our Christian pilgrimage. You and | need
one another!

C.H.Spurgeon, a preacher/teacher from a previous generation, when
confronted by a young man declaring he did not need other Christians,

bent down towards the coal fire burning in his study, and using the tongs
took a red hot coal from the fire and placed it in the grate. It was not long
before that coal had gone black and cooled. Returning the coal to the fire it
soon became red hot again. The young man got the message without any
further comment on the matter.

Share with one another the truths God has imparted to you and maintain a
teachable spirit. We will never ever stop learning and it is so wonderful to
hear testimony of what the Lord has been teaching you. | never tire of
hearing other peopleds experiences
a by product of our sharing in this way is a drawing closer to one another
as well as the Lord we serve.

Thank you all for the blessings you share with me and with others. Keep up
the good work and do it even more!

Love in the Lord Jesus,

Clive

A~ AC

2008

Jill + John
Dodman

A short note to let those of you who do not
already know that we are leaving the
fellowship. It is not a sudden decision, but has
been in our minds for quite a long time. We
have changed as we have grown older, and
now believe that at this point in our spiritual
journey it is time to make a change. We wish
to continue to worship within the community
within which we live, and are therefore
moving to the parish church (with John
moving back to his Anglican beginnings !)

We do value the friendship, love and support
that we have received over the years, which
has made our decision a difficult one. We pray
and trust that we will not lose our friendship
with any of you, and that we can still worship
together from time to time.

With love
Jill + John Dodman
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Dear Church Family, |
|
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What a faithful heavenly father we have, in
the space of this last week there has been a
wonderful answer to all our prayers, Pauline
is making a speedy recovery. Being
discharged from intensive care into an
ordinary ward, ventilators, wires, tubes and
monitors removed, she is able to breath,
talk, eat and drink again! Pauline is almost
back to normal. Who knows at the rate
things are moving on she may be home by
the time you read this.

Thank you for all your prayers, cards, and
gifts, and to those who have been able to
visit.

Once again God is helping us through
difficult times, but he has always been there
for us, upholding us and giving us strength
even when times are darkest, praise his
name!

Yours in Christ Jesus

Stephen & Pauline
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Fundraising Update

Project
People
Building
Purpose

Trust Applications

These have been continuing over the summer holidays,
please continue to pray that our applications will be looked
upon favourably.

Giant Garage Sale i Saturday 20 " September

This is attracting quite a bit of interest in the village, with
over 20 garages offered already!

The event programmes and refreshments will be available in
the United Reformed Church between 11am and 2pm. We
are thinking of having some craft items/cake stall here also,
but will need goods to fill it. If you could help with the
refreshments or could provide items for the stall please let
me know. If you would like to register you garage, please
let me know by Monday 15™ September at the latest. Please
support this event if you are able!

Kate M.

Free Church Calendar 2009

I f you would |Iike one of
SFC calendar, then please let me have your best!
Photos or digital images to Kate M via E mail please, to
either: minettnk@tesco.net or minettnk3 16@btinternet.com

(there in an underscore in the gap!)
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A Thank you note from the pen of
Mavis Littleé

| want to say a big thank you to the Church

and all those individuals within it who have

prayed for me up to, during and following

my two recent knee replacement operations. | am making quite a
good recovery and have managed with the help of two walking
sticks to walk around the block twice, as well as several shorter
walks since returning home from hospital.

| have been pleased to receive cards, phone calls, visits and kind
thoughts expressed by various ones and want to extend a special
note of thanks to those who have helped with shopping or
brought ready made, home cooked meals round to help me
through this difficult time of incapacity.

I shall look forward to being back among you at church in the not
too distant future.

God bless and much love,

Mavis.

Building Fund Update
Thankyou for your continued giving
& support. The building fund total to
the end of July is

pho g3y 28404adorn
Thanks Beryl
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Puppet News

The assembly dates for the autumn term are as follows:
Friday 3 October i Westborough School
Wednesday 8" October i Greenfields School
Thursday 9" October T John-Mayne Primary School
Monday 13" October i Benenden School
Wednesday 15" October i St . Mi chael
Monday 20" October I Cranbrook School
Thursday 23" October i Matfield and Brenchley Primary
Half Term

Wednesday 5" November i East Farleigh Primary
Monday 10" November i St . Ronanos
Wednesday 12" November i Molehill Copse School
Monday 17" November i Marden School
Thursday 20" November i Lamberhurst Primary
Thursday 27" November i Staplehurst Primary
Thursday 4" December i Tenterden Primary
Friday 5" December i Bower Grove School
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We have also been invited to Headcorn Parish Church for
their Christmas Party on Saturday 13" December.

SEC Houseaqroup information

Mondays -"Know your Bible" housegroup
10:30am at 51 Surrenden Road, Group leader Marie
Martin (01622 890114)

Tuesdays
al) t s9:45am at the home of Sue Perry, Squirrels,

Staple Drive. Leaders Maggie Martin (01580
890248) & Carole Leckie (01580 892732)

2) 7:30pm at the home of Beryl Mitchell 13 Little
Field, Marden Road, (01580 892933)

Wednesdays
1) 8:00pm at the home of David & Nicola Archer

70 Bathurst Road, (01580 892297)
2)8:00pm ABr ambl esi de deadetsiBobe
and Mary Howse (01580 892507)

All regular attenders at the church are welcome to
join a housegroup but please check with Clive Jones
first before attending (01580 890644)
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