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Dear Friends

| write this letter just as Lynne and | are about to go to Louth in Lincolnshire to
celebrate with my sister and brother -in-law their 50" wedding anniversary on the
18™ October. | can well remember the occasion in 1958 at the age of 13 proudly

attending that event in a suit with sh
such apparel since!
The marriage took place in Union Churc

where both Phyllis and | were brought up and where some 11 years later Lynne

and | were also married. That building no longer exists as it was demolished to
make way for town centre improvements but | have many fond memories of that
building where | also came to know the Lord personally for myself in 1968.

The theology of the church could be described as fairly liberal, (I remember one

of the ministers telling me not to be so old fashioned when | suggested a weekly
prayer time would be good for the church!) but they did love and care for one
another and I dm proud to say my parent
and Dad was an elder there for many years as well.

Whatever their theology might have been they always welcomed me as a young
and enthusiastic preacher saying that though they disagreed with my evangelical
perspective they enjoyed my delivery and realised that unless the church of the
future was made up of such people it would soon come to an end.

| am so grateful for my roots and the example | was given there of caring for one
another. My mother said of the church that when Dad died, if it had not been for
her faith and the loving care of that congregation she would never have got
through. It was this background together with my training for four years in a
Congregational Theol ogical Coll ege ,
that enabled me to have a respect for and an appreciation of others with a
different Christian perspective to mine.

AThank you Lord for the pathway and jo
|l ed med. So now we celebrate with Phyl
which to be honest, in the social climate we at present live in, is an amazing feat!

So many marriages end up on the rocks of broken relationships so that when one
sees a marriage surviving for such a great length of time it causes me to rejoice
greatly.

However we must not be complacent about this. Please do pray with me for the
marriages that form part of our church for none of us are exempt from

difficulties and it is so important to uphold one another in prayer that we might be
granted the Lordds grace to communicat
principles at all times.

It is with this fact in mind that Lynne and | are hoping in the New Year to run

another Alpha Marriage course and we would be pleased to hear from anyone

who might like to come along for this encouraging and helpful course that is held
once a week for seven weeks. Already about 10 couples have completed the

course and would speak highly of its content. One does not have to be

experiencing problems in order to qualify to attend because a strap line statement
of the course states it dAwild/l help goo
As we look back over our lives we can all identify people and situations that have
been Agrowth pointso in our experience
we have been following in His footsteps. | am so grateful for the way He found a

way to break into my life and reveal Himself to me, making me realise He wanted

a personal relationship with me. Up until 1968 | had attended church all my life

but had not known Him. Praise the Lord with me for that precious relationship we
have with our Lord Jesus since in His mercy we were enabled to open up our

hearts to Him, repent of our sins and receive His healing forgiveness.

Yours in His joy,

Clive
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A special meeting, including a time of
prayer and detailed briefing on the
design and specification of the proposed
new building will be given to the
membership on Wednesday 3rd
December 2008 at 8pm  including a
prolonged time of prayer.

There will be a vote on 21st January
2009 using written ballot papers asking
members whether or not we should
reapply for planning permission using
the current design.
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New Coll egedo, a part

Family Fun Swim  Night

at Tenterden Leisure Centre
followed by a fish and chip
supper in the
Margaret Howard Hall.

Saturday 8th November
at6 - 7pm

See Corinne for details
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Fundraising Update

Grant applications are ongoing.

2009 Calendar

We are still short of photographs for the 2009 calendar. If
you dondét want all the Mi
edition, Submissions need to be emailed or photographs
passed to Kate M.

Closing date is 31* October. Email minetttnk@tesco.net or
minettnk3_16@btinternet.com (there is an underscore in the
gap!)

Many thanks.

Fundraising Website Links

Christmas shopping? Please consider making your onrline
purchases via the church website at
www.staplehurstfreechurch.org.uk and using the link for
Amazon or the buy.at logo which includes retailers such as
M & S, Next, Littlewoods, Thorntons, Ticketmaster etc. By
using these links a small percentage of each sale is donated
to the church, at no extra cost to you! Ask your friends to
use it too, if you know they use these retailers !
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We wi | | be having a
Saintds Chur c'hDeocembeStadellcrafisa y
baked goods and jewellery etc. Please can you let Kate M.
know if you are able to supply cakes or craft items or are
prepared to help man the stall on the day.

Many thanks.
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Free to a good home  zor
donation to the building fund

Small rigid pond liner

Hamster cage

Garden strimmer

Please see Kate or Nigel.
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Thankyou for your continued giving
& support. The building fund total to
the end of September is

Thanks Beryl

Building Fund Update

£376,909.28.

We have received a letter from the
Norwood and Newton Settlement
acknowledging the receipt of our further
submission for funding.

They are processing our application and

will be deciding shortly whether we

proceed to the third stage which will be the next Trustees
meeting in January. Please pray that our project will be
looked upon favourably and be included in the January
meeting!

copy Deadline

December Edition of the Surface (my last one !)
will require any additions to be in by the
latest  Friday 21%' November.

SEC Houseaqroup information

Mondays -"Know your Bible" housegroup
10:30am at 51 Surrenden Road, Group leader Marie
Martin (01622 890114)

Tuesdays
1) 9:45am at the home of Kate Minett, Connaught,

Headcorn Road. Leaders Maggie Martin (01580
890248) & Carole Leckie (01580 892732)

2) 7:30pm at the home of Beryl Mitchell 13 Little
Field, Marden Road, (01580 892933)

Wednesdays
1) 8:00pm at the home of David & Nicola Archer

70 Bathurst Road, (01580 892297)
2)8:00pm ABr ambl esi de deadetsiBobe
and Mary Howse (01580 892507)

All regular attenders at the church are welcome to
join a housegroup but please check with Clive Jones
first before attending (01580 890644)
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