
Some of you will have heard at the church meeting but not all will be 

aware that David our ñSurfaceò editor is asking to step down from his 

role in this capacity at the end of the year, the December issue being his 
last. I want to thank him in these lines for his faithful and encouraging 

ministry through these pages over the past three years but we shall miss 
his input in this important ministry of the church which is not only  

published in hard copy but also online and therefore reaches readers in  
various parts of the world. Is there someone out there in the  

congregation ready to take up the baton to develop and progress the 

ministry of ñSurfaceò? If so, do let me know as soon as possible please. 
In thinking of Davidôs role it has reminded me of all that we as members 

do in order to see the ministry of the church flourish both within the 
church itself and outside in the community as well. When God calls us to 

follow Him and adds us to a local church He equips each one with at 

least one gift to use and build up the body of Christ. 1Peter4:10 states 
ñAs each has received a gift let him use it to serve others faithfully  

administering Godôs grace in its various formsò. Paul adds in Ephesians 
4:16, ñFrom him (Christ) the whole body, joined and held together by 

every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love as each part 
does its workò. (Italics mine). Just these two verses remind us of how 
valuable each one of us is to the successful accomplishment of Godôs  

purposes in our church and community and how important we are to Him 
and one another. So I want to say a big thank you to you all for the  

contribution you make and the part that you play in ensuring we fulfil 
Godôs desire for us as a team here in Staplehurst and beyond. 

Even as I write a large team of our congregation have been involved in 

seeing the Year 6 production at Staplehurst School has a successful  
series of performances, while a number of our members work in the 

school as staff or governors or indeed study there. Our puppet ministry 
team are out on a regular basis in schools or local carnival events, we 

have those involved in home group leading, Sunday school teaching, 
crèche, youth work, church leadership, trustees, building committee, 

worship groups, toddlers club, site clearance, family fun events, fund 

raising, church service preparation and the like. Every task whether large 
or small may seem insignificant or depending how one looks at it more 

important, but I want to affirm here that whatever that task is no one is 
more important than another and each person is valued and vital to the 

overall task of sharing the good news with others.  

I know that we have at this present moment people serving the Lord 
with YWAM in India and at a home base in Sussex as well a short term 

missionary in Moldova, but their role is no different form ours. We are all 
called to serve God faithfully where He puts us, in the church, the local 

community, our place of work or study, at home or overseas. Our  

responsibility is to say yes to Him relying on His word that ñI can do all 
things through Christ who strengthens meò. (Philippians 4:13). Let us be 

found as people who say ñI canò, rather than ñI canôt!ò 
I observed someone placing pieces in a jigsaw puzzle when I visited my 

father-in-law the other day. Each part was needed to complete the whole 
picture. In a similar way we are all needed to fulfil Gods picture of the 

blueprint and ministry of this church. ñLord help us to be strong in you 

and be faithful in our callingò 
 

Yours in serving in His Kingdom 

Dear Friends  

Clive  

August 2008  
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ANYONE WITH 
GREEN  

FINGERS? 
 

 
 

Clive and Lynne are looking to employ a  
regular gardener for a few hours a month to 

help keep their garden in shape! Do you know 
anyone who may be able to help from within 

the church or local community? 

The Arts Extravaganza  
Sat 4 th  �² Sun 12 th  Oct 2008  

     
a series of events, talks & workshops 

organised by Staplehurst United  

Reformed Church for the community  

Further details of events in next 

months Surface  

 

 

 

WORSHIP 
LEADING?  

 
 

 
 

 

Are there any people in our congregation 
not at present in the worship group who 

may like to be involved in leading a service 
on occasions?  

If so please contact Roy Laming as we are 

preparing a new rota for the autumn.  


